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Bylaws of First Century Bible Church
A Sovereign Biblical Assembly Under God Alone
Article I – Name and Identity
The name of this assembly is First Century Bible Church. We are a decentralized, house-based fellowship of believers committed to the pre-Roman doctrines and practices of the Apostolic Age.
Article II – Purpose
The purpose of this church is to function as a faithful expression of the New Testament church: teaching the full counsel of God, advancing the Kingdom of Christ, equipping the saints, and preparing for the restoration of all things at Messiah’s return. The supreme authority of this church is the Bible alone.
Article III – Founding Authority
First Century Bible Church was established by apostolic declaration of Scott Lively, acting as trustee of the gospel and agent of the Great Commission. He serves as the founding apostolic trustee and fiduciary of the church. All spiritual and operational authority flows from this declaration, subject only to the authority of the Bible and the leading of the Holy Spirit.
Article IV – Governance
This church is apostolic in structure and elder-advised. Scott Lively serves as the apostolic trustee and fiduciary with full authority over the church. A board of elders, selected and appointed solely by him, serves in an advisory capacity only. The elders shall serve indefinite terms subject to his ongoing assessment of the needs of the church and the suitability of each member. He shall maintain a current list of elders. The Board of Elders shall have the specific responsibility to provide appropriate oversight of the apostolic trustee’s financial compensation, ensuring it remains within the established norms and reasonable standards of Evangelical churches of comparable size and scope. Upon the death or permanent incapacitation of Scott Lively, the board of elders shall act collectively and solely for the purpose of selecting and installing a suitable replacement apostolic trustee. Once installed, the new trustee shall assume full fiduciary authority.
Article V – Membership
Membership is open to any person worldwide who confesses faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and affirms the foundational vision of First Century Bible Church. Membership is affirmed by active participation of any form in the life of the church. FCBC membership is non-exclusive: we encourage believers who affiliate with us to affiliate with other congregations as well to facilitate cross-pollination of our ideas and ideals.
Article VI – Meetings
Worship, teaching, and fellowship shall primarily occur in house churches, with occasional larger gatherings as the Lord leads. Business meetings shall be called by the apostolic trustee as needed. All decisions of weight shall be bathed in prayer and guided by Scripture.
Article VII – Doctrine
The doctrinal standard of this church is the Bible alone. We teach the pre-Roman, Hebraic understanding of Scripture, including Restoration Theology, the two-house reality, and the full prophetic plan of God.
Article VIII – Discipline
Biblical discipline shall be exercised with love and humility according to Matthew 18:15–17 and other Scriptures.
Article IX – Dissolution
Upon dissolution, all assets shall be distributed to another like-minded ministry committed to the same apostolic model and Restoration Theology, as determined by the apostolic trustee.
Article X – Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended only by the apostolic trustee, always tested against Scripture.
Adopted on 4/10/2026.
